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Key financial and identification documents 
used during the homebuying process 

Photo ID  

Such as a driver’s license or passport. 

Social Security number  

Via your Social Security card or other 
documents. 

Bank statements   

A recent statement for each checking and 
savings account you have. 

Credit report 

At different stages in the homebuying 
process, your lender will ask for your 
permission to pull your credit. A lender’s 
version of your credit report is different 
than the version you have access to, but 
even your version can still give you a good 
sense of what’s on your report and help you 
address any inaccurate information. 

Tax returns   

From the last two or three years. You may 
need to provide a signed Form 4506-T, 
which gives the lender permission to get  
the information directly from the IRS. 

Proof of income   

Including W-2s (likely for the last two years) 
and pay stubs (likely for the previous 30 
days). If you’re self-employed, be prepared 
to share information about your business’s 
profits and losses. 

Other financial statements  

If you have investment accounts or life insurance, 
have those statements or policies handy. 

Contact information of your  
recent employers   

So the lender can check your employment status. 

Purchase agreement    

That you and the seller have signed, 
detailing terms of the proposed sale and 
information about the property 

Gift letters   

If anyone is planning to give you money to 
help with your down payment or other costs, 
you will need to provide a letter explaining 
that the source of the money is a gift. 

Rental history   

If this is your first home purchase, lenders 
may ask to see a 12-month history of your 
rent payments. 
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